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UNCLE WIGGILY SHOVELS SNOW.
(Copsright, 1515, by McClgre Nowsim-§ Go away ™ Not to stay, 1 hope ried
per Svndicute ) | Mr. Lat -
BY HOWARD R, GARIS llLi-'u
drnn 1
“Would you mind If T went away for | e 4
A fTew days, 1 o Wigglix® anked | Iniie
Nurse Jane Furey Wuzr the muskrat il T
lady  housekeeper of the banny rabhit ne wl the ho Vo
gentieman ¢he morning she  wanks T, tunie hor toasted
cheerse pudding So 1 thought I'd pay
= the Longtall family a Jithe vielt
Yo, by means: you ought to have
A lite Olinnge anil  rest sald 1Ulncle
Wigglly HBut I shall be very jone
I'll feays plenty for you 10 eat.” re
HAIR REMEDY pliesl Nurse Jane, with u smile that
tade hor whinkars go tinkle-inkles
Atid mo It turmed out. A day oF so
= ufter thut Miss Fussy Watcy puckel

Youn Can Make at Home s Vetter
Gray Halr Remedy Than
You Can Buy,

Gray streaked or faded halr 15 not

only anbecoming, but unnecenmary. You
can darken it without using w dye
“Anyons can propare 8 simpls mix
ture at home, at very litle most, thit
will darken gray halr, and make 1L aaft
and glossy To & half pint of wWaler
add 1 ounce of Bay rut, g smull box of

Barbo Compound and 4
cerine, These Ingrediants

wnes of gly
an b bBoughit

at any drug stora at very Hils oost
or the drugglst will put It up for you
Apply 1o the halr twice u week untll
the deslred shade s obtiined This
will make & gray haired person lock
twenty years younger Tt is not m dye
it doem not color the mokt delloats
scalp; ia not wiioky or greasy and doos

ady

not rub off.”

GREAT BELEVER
IN BLACK-DRAUGHT

Oklahoma Lady Tells How Her
Husband Believes in Black-
Draught and Uses It for
Many Ailments.

Nowata, Okla—Mrs. W, B, Dawson, &
redident of this place, says: "My hus-

band is & great hellever In Black-
Draught and thinks |t cures about ay-
erything

It i splendid for malaria, headachs,
econstipation  {(which usunally
headache), Indigestion, or any kind of
stomach troubls, and we Just keep it
for thess troubles, I don't know when
wa haven't used it, and we always find
1t matisfactory.

I know it haa done umn hoth a lot of
good and saved us many dollars. 1 use
it in teaspoon doses at first and follow
with small doses, and 1t sure does make
& person fesl like new,

It cleanses the lver better than any
other liver tonie T have ever umed, and
after taking & thorough course nature
asnerts [taelf and you are not left In a
conatipated condition that foliown & lot
of other sotive medicines, This In one
thing I like especially about it

For over 70 yearn Thedford's Rlack-
'Dl'lul'hl has beon in use for many sime-

e ailments and today s & recognized
standard remedy in thousands of fam
fly medicine chests 1t will pay you to
keep Black-Draught in the house for
use when needed.
Your druggist seils 1t

Ciluben

ndy

villse and Jeft  the hollow stump
bungalow for 4 week-end visit with the
Onginil mouse Farily
My! 't think a place could he
» lonssome!”’ exolaimed Uncle Wig-
as he came back to the hollow
bungilow after sering Nurse
on her way. “"Well, I'll got
hing tn eat, nnd that will help the
lo poss untll Nurse Jane cotties
'

iny gol oyt sotie of the nica
fana  had left for him
pudding  trimmed with let-
turnip. plea and carrol  sauoe

ver the top, and some pargs
irfinvers wilh maple sugar rof-
the edges. They wore de-

sprinkled
nip
flen nroundg
Hetous

But T'nele Wigelly couldn’t eat all
the while, nor did twinkling hia plnk
noxe maks muech fun for the lenesoma
tabhbit gentleman

wigh Nursa Jane would come

back,"” he waid over and over again, Bot
B he did not want to be selflah and
spoll the muskeat Tads's vinls

Sa the next day, when Uncle Wig-
eily hopped up wnd got Wis pwn break-
fant e paw, as he looked upon the win-
dow, that It wan spowing very hard,

“Hurray ! erisd tha bunny. *“This
will glve me something 1o do
tima 'l shovel the snow
¢ lots of fun®
brought the shovs]l up from
dawn cellar, and, after walting for the
Aiow 1o gel gulte desp out In front of
the hollow stump buyngalow, Mr. Long-
aars started Lo work

To und fro he awung tha ahoval, tak-
ing up big white chunks of the flolfy
ot and tesslog them to ona sxlde to
clomr the walk and make 1t eapy for
tha animal folk to pass. For animal
folk don’t like to tramp through snow
any more than they ecan help. You just
walbh your cat if ever phe has (o wade
I the wnow drifts, and see how #he
shakor her paws (o makes tham warm,

Ho Uncla Wigglly shoveled the snow,
and ho had the walk almost clenn whan,
wil of n sudden, his shovel sesmad to
ptlok In, or under. & bix lump of snow,
and the sphovel wouldn't move

Ha, ho! I muyst have stuck It too
far down Into a big drift.” thought the
hunny, It I more than T can 1L
' take n wodler shovelful ™

Ho trisd to pull his shovel lonse, hut
It would not come

“Thin I8 quees!"’ sald the bunny. *1
never ktiew snow to he ao heavy bafore
If it wasn leo, now, 1 eould vunderatand,
bt white, fluffy snow-<It's very nqusstr!™

He looked at his shovel 10 meamed
hurted to the handle In a soft, white
lutmp of anow, and vet it wan as hard
and fazt as if in the oe

And then, all of w sudden, the shovel
was snatphed fraom Unole Wigglly's
1‘\\\-9 and there was a flurry and scurry
n the spow, The bunny was just go-
ing to he frightened, thinking perhaps
the Plpaimewah hud hidden under the
stiow to grab him, when thare sounddd
#n most jolly Iaugh, and & voloa sajd

“Ha! That's the time [ fooled you,
'nicle Wiggily!"  And there stood Mr
Whitewash, the polar bear ntieman,
Inughing like a plece of apple ple. *'1
paw you shoveling the snow,’” sald Mr
Whitewash, "so 1 curled up in the
arift and made belleve 1 was part of
I, becmuse my fur is white just llke
anow. You shoved vour shovel under
my white fur, thinking It was snow,
and then 1 grabbed it in my paws, 1o
have some fun. 1 fooled you all right,
didn't 17

“Kurely. enough  you A" taughed
Unele Wigglly. "Come on in the bun-
galow and have sotme carrot ple”  And
Mr Whitewash did  and the bunny
wasti't lonesome any  longer.  And if
the spoal of thread dossn't unwind the
elock and wirike the tninute hand in
the face U tell you next about Ungle
Wigglly and the buttan tree

— e
WILL GIVE RECITAL.

Preparations have been completed for
the appearance at the Goodwyn (natl.
tute Raturday  afternoon of  Arthur
Ehattucle, plunist, who will he hrought
here under the auspices of tha Mam-
phiis musleal burenn
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Loew's Lyceum,

Those who llke music of the
Lype, costumen that wre gay and vivid
dances that are out of the ordiniry and
presented by  artistek of the dancing
world, will flnd much toe entertain G
the Whiriwind 6 o “Night in &
Homany Camp'’ wh in featuring the
first half bill at Toew's Lyceum. This
act in representative of the big feature
In John Bartvmore s *Redemption” now
playing In New York and in elaborately
staged. Joo Liane and Pearl Harper In
“I'he Man and the Manicure,” are gar-
nering many laughs with thelr clever
repartes nd songs, and William Cahlil,
the Irish comedian and singar, s
pleasing number un the program. John-
won, Baker and Johnson, tn Juggling
rompleta tha bill. Dorathy Dalton In
uloksand’” Is the festure flim star in
& play portraying her in the role of &
ciharel slnger seeking a erlminal

—_
New Lyric,

“Bringing Up Father At Home,"' Gus
HI's lntest happy musioal comedy, with
n story based upon George McoManus
famoys cartoons, will ba the attraction
ut the New Lyrie theater Baturday and
Sunday, with a duily matines. Like the
other places of the werien, It In “Jiggs''
Mahoney, the retired Irlsh cohtractor,
rich and plensure loving, who kee the
furi pot bolling. A company, including
A baauty chorus, even more brilllant
than the hllarioys organigation  that
madn tha “Father werigs  renswinl
throughout the country, I8 kocradited ti
the Interpretation of “Hringing Up Fa
ther At Home," with this emphnais that
mont of ity tmembers are thosoe Identifisd
with former successss of the MeManus
“Father” list, Including Walter Vernon
and hia partner, Loulne Karle

e et

| Moving Pictures |

Majestic No, 2.

As Muggsy Mulane, a child af the
atreetn of New York, who develops from
A member of a gang of safecrnckers fn-
i the bells of the village of CUnlton-
ville, Maes Murray ruans the gamut of
emotions in the portrayal of a diffi-
vult part In "Danger, Go Slow," &t Ma-
Jeatio No. 3 today and Thursday

The production 18 m typles! Mae Mur-
ray  offering and ln enhanged by a
wtory of more than usun! strength and
entertalnment qualitien Thrilling
wonnes, stnrtling olimaxes, wholasoma
heart interest and an appealing love
themsa make the play ons of the hest
sereened  this year

New Majestic No. 1.

An apealing story of n voung girl's
willingnesn to sacrifice her own happl-
fnesn In order that the ambitlons of her
ninter and parentx for wesith and wo-
clal prominence may bhe gratified has
hoen screaned In “‘Borrowed (Clothes”
A six-resl Laois Wabar production, fea-
wring dninty Ittle Mildred Harrls at
New alalsstle No. 1 today

The charm of the swory has hean
enihanced by the skillful direction of
Miss Weber, who has been recognized
throughout America as “the Relasco
of the Sereen’' and the plausnt beauly
and rare ability of Miss Harris

=i -

Loew's Princess,

How artints live, Hiow they love, how
they entertaln thomselves and a renl
glimpse Inte the typical Bohemian quir-
terw of a Greenwich wvillage, will he
one of the many features attending the
presentation of "The Cabaret.” which,
with Montague Love and Misn June
Eividge In the leading roles, will' be
presented  for Wednenday and Thurs.
day at Loew's Princesy  The story Is
A modern one, filled with wdventyre
and sensations, and n addition to thesn
two  stars  others, inoluding Cariyle
Blnekwell. John Boween and  George
MeQuarrie and Muriel Ostriche, are to

he sresn In important parts “Heware
of Hoarders,” a Henoelt comedy, In
added

Where Do We Go From Here?

o to J. H. Moviarty & Son, Tallors,

LIQUOR GHARGES

Citationg for Contempt on Old
Injunctions Are Not Being
Sustained.

— ‘

H M Knoerr,
dicted and tried
the criminal
Wting the

ho* wis jolntly In
with W. R. McVey In
court on & charge of vio-
lquor luw, and who was ac-
of the charge in thut court, Wah

I v trisl In the Flrst chaneer)
urt Wednesday on w charge of eon-
tempt of voyrt

It Is alleged by anssistant olty mttor-
nesw that Khoerr vielated the liguor
iw while engagsd i business ol »
pince on South Sscond strest that was

under Injunction of the chaneery court

Knoerr donioys nl he operated the
pines and that he sold or handled ligquoy
there, wnd the chancellor held that his
uequittn! on that gharge In the griminal
ouurt wns suficlent proof, 'and hence
dlrmiesed him,

MoVey was convicted In the oriminsl
eourt when tried with Knoerr
The ense of Harry Klersky, also
charged with contempt of court for
having Hguor In & place under Inpunc-

tlon, was postponed on wccount of his
wttorney, Ernest Bell, being in Nash-
ville

" M. Bryan, representing Nello

Grandl, alés charged with contempt, v
out of the city, and that also wis con-
tinued

Rugs Andermon got by on the ground
of lnsufficlent proof agalnst him.
Lavwranos Vacenro, whean answering
his cltution, maintuined that the plins
In question wus opernted by his brother
nnd not by him,

MOON MAY TELL ALL
ON WHISKY BANDITS

are confident that when
7 Moon, 21 years old, chauffeur of
the alleged “booze handit" oar, some of
whose  Geeupants  shot  and  wounded
Constahle “Hed'" Perry, Saturday night
whenn he approached the automoblle on
Mallory Avenue, has boen guizzed at the
offlop of the attorneyv-genoral, no we-
crets will remain as to the identity of
the gun men

Monn, who wis under detention Turs-
day and Wodnenday, was siated to ap-
pear Wedensday aftarnonn before n rep
resontitive of the wuttorney-general
Dietectives Willlams and Hagun, Who
hawe been assigned to the cane, are
oonfident one of the alleged bentieg-
gers wus wounded by Ferry, and s in
hiding
A M Chanler, alleged to have besn
In the car, who was apprehended it
Coldwitter, Miss., s belng hald at Her-
nando, Miss, by the wuthoritivs, who
refused Tuesday plght to turn him over
to Detective Willlams, of the Memphis
police department, According 1o ths
wilce, Chandler {8 to be handled first
{w the Mississippl offtelals on charges
‘-F hrsaking into a rallroad car,
Moan, so the detectives say, was pald
310 by the booze bandits for the use of
his automobile apnd, his services as
chauffeur

URGES SUPPORT OF
C. OF C. PUBLICATION

A resolution urging wsupport of the
Chamber of Commaercs Journal by ad-
vertisers has been adopled Wy the pub-
ficity dividlon s & means of stimu-
lating the publieation's endenvors in
the Industrinl, commercial &and clvid
welfure of the elty and community
“The Journal 'Is now beginning ita
wecond year and han proven ita useful-
nesw.' sayn the resolution. “As the of-
ficial organ of the Chamber of Com-
merce, It has the whole-lisarted und
moral wuppert of the association™
Patronage of the Journal, the resolu-
tion sets forth, will permit its belng
mude bigger and batier wnd more ef-
fective at home and abroad,

John A, Osolnach, membership secre-
wary and eoditor of the Journal, wia
complimented by the publicity division
for the success the publication has t-
tajned

THREE MEMPHIS BOYS
NAMED AS CASUALTIES

Three Momphis hoys are mentionsd
In the casualty Ust issued by the gov-

Detectives
). 8

orpmient Thursday
Private Joseph F. Krouse, 651 Looney
avenue, was allghtly gwssed In Sep-

tgmber, according 1o word received by
his relatives. His brother, Sergt, PHi-
lip Krouse, who was cuptured by the
Germans and released after the armi-
wtiee, has written he expects to re-
turn home shortly,

The names of Private Risd A Shaw,

1004 Ravburn boulevard, and Privata
Slielby A, Ciny, 153 Ndrth  Hecond
atreel, are aiso contained in the lst,

The former wis wounded severely aml
the tatter slightly

DOCTORS TO ORGANIZE.

Siamming the door on .the doctor's
nose will cease to be a figurative pas-
e In the future, If plansy pow under
wiy for the formation of a physiclan’'s
business bureny are carrled out.  Ap-
plicution han beon mude for & charter
and the capitallzation in Tixed ar $L000,
The purpose of the bereau ux set forth
in the appliestion Is “to maintain an
nEency for the interchangs of eredie in-
formation.” Signing the application
for m charter ure Dire. Otin 8 Warr,
Percy W. Toombs, A, 3. Hudson, Wil-
lam T. Black, Tsouia TeRoy and John
L. Jelks

P. H, KELLY LOSES CAR.

Automnbile thieves are mora numer-
ous dn Memphis and vidinity than horse
thieves possibly could ever have been
oven in the days of 1the wild and reck-
leps Weut, necording to reports of miss-
Ing cars at the police station,

Cars reported wx having been stolen
before duwn Wednesday were an fol-

owe: Mre J. 0 Woods, 1140 Tutwller
strest. Frnest Long, Jr, 1624 Goodbar
Pl N, B Paptin. 1685 Galloway

avanue, wnd Judge Harry Kelly, 1180
Minsisnippl boulavard,

BANQUET AT CHURCH,

Fatliers and sons of the First Meth-
odist church will enjoy a get-togethar
banguet at the church Friduy evening
in obeervance of “Father and Son!
wank. A special program has benn pro-
vided for lh)u- affilr. Efforta are being
made to haye ng many fathers and gona
i possible attend praver meeting Wed-
nesduy nlght in the virlous ohurches of

Kl South Muin St, for a dressy, per-
- — foct fitting wpring oivillan sult mnde
on the basin of fit, looks and e nhom|\
o ' - wdv,
ELKS ENJOY FIRST STAG
PROGRAM OF NEW YEAR
g More than 260 Kiks and their friends
made merey Tuesday night at the Elkn'
clubrooms  on  Jofferpon  avenue, the
] . event belng the first sl soctid of the
Ritro-Phosphate  will  glva  way  a | Yoar The entertilnnent vammities
sl stedidy ingrense of Hem, fenlthy | headed by Seoretary I T Cella had
flesh onch day, Tt supplien an essentia) | Provided an sxcellent program and sev-
wubstanen to the brain and nerves in | 9Tl spedkers toasted the alub. the In-
the active form n which it normally dividon! members and the fiture,
acenrs in (e lving cells of the hody Him 1. Barinds, pust exalled ruler
Pitro-Phosphiate  roplaces nerve wanto { 0f the local lodge, made the opening
15 JEWEL and erentes new strength and energy, | WK and called upon TR Cannlde for
. Hold by Washbhurn-Lale  In Memphiy | the nddress of welcome.  Other spenk-
BRA | and most druggints under definlte guse. | 0% during the ecourse of the svening
CELET antes of resuMs or money back ady \\;;wr I!:-l-;‘}ri Iilll_t. I;r II ]I%' PaVall,
larenve Friodman, 1v P Phillips, of
WATCH Cleveland, Baob Hidenrand and aI‘ “.:
Il 90 . d m .\TI'II:-rI‘ »T‘hl‘l 11 o'vloek toast 1o de-
e piarted members of the lodge wag im-
1 "'[ .‘Pl“ } Ha‘r Un er I“"‘“‘T(.]! npokon by .“u\u!'gl’ le .\Te::]l-
ssbLi R & = tevorde
Lu'”'l‘” . Voeal numbers were glven by Ru-
t"(\(i I.:“I(l | dolph Streuhl. and o dancing feature
! _ 2 ‘mc e \\'l:ulprl-\'hhvl] by Clarenes DeVoy, ‘The
aEn | nffalr was one of the mopt entartnly-
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| cted W o
resident  Mallory Davis (¢ 1. 0.
Bad ror t'he H‘h- ?ﬂur\, W, W. Waorlen ((rean)! lrnn.;.
You Can’'t Brush Or | urer, John (1. Kettlawell (White).
Wash Out Dandraf ||, 540 sheuis be wed vry careuny, it | YANK ARMY WILL USE
Vou want o keep vour halr looking Its
best. Momt wosps and prepared sham- Two GREAT SEA PORTS
The only sure way to get rid of dan. | D708 contain oo much atkall.  Thia PARIE, Feb 12 I;_lh A lated
UES s % £ By the Assooiate
druff s to dissolve it, then vou destrag |00 ! nln. makes the hatr brittle, Proas )<Rotterdam and Artwerp will
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For COMFORT
FRAMES

‘I your nose s tender
and lreitated from glasses
~—if you would like a paid
of dignified COMPORTA-
BLY GLASSES—coma (n
and ask us aboout them.

Yours for High-C'ass Service
JE B

EYE|

19 N Main St
In Crescent Jawelry Ca,

HOROSCOPE |
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#18, by the Mol
er N

ndicate )

with friendly
¥ Haturn and
advaine

which those
empioyment of
The wstars
changes in

pogltions or
shoull prosper
n period of manwy
piaces of bumineas,
iring this rule it s a fortunate
time 1o bid for any aid in large under-

wkings. Promoters and persons who or-
ganise (mporwant etlerprises.  should
benefit

There b 2 wign thal ¥s pead am ox-
cerdingly favorable to the president of
the United States, who will win new
fume in some ettraordinary piece of
diplomacy'

While the sun offers promise und en-
eouragement to all who carry large re-
mponuibliities, Haturn and Uranus give
warning of envyings end fealousy, un-
kind criticlam  and  milsunderstanding
amohg personis who “see through s
gluns darkly."”

Ieception and mikrepresentation are
Lelleved to be atimulited under this
guldance of the planets, which alds In-
trigues and conspiracies.

It 15 not a lucky day for beginning
journeys or for making any important
changes in the location of home or
place of bBuminess

(Jirle are likely to ba much praised
and eqially eriticined in coming months.
Aw & result of the war. Amerienns will

Salad Jell

Lime Jiffy«Jell is fla-
vored with lime-fruit es-
sence in a vial. It makes
a tart, green salad jell.

Jiﬂ'y;i]ell desserts are
flavored with fruit-juice
essences, highly con-
densed, sealed in glass,

Each dessert tastes like
a fresh-fruit dainty —and
it 1s.

You will change from
old-style gelatine dainties
when ﬂou once try Jiffy-
Jell. illions have
changed already.

Order from your grocer

JiffyJen

10 Flavore, at Your Grocer's
2 Packaged for 25 Cants

WHOOPING COUGH
WAS WARDED OFk

Memphis Woman
Vita Protected Baby
From This Disease.

IS NOW FAMILJ_ REMEDY

Says Brother's Baby Was Re-
lieved of Whoopfing Cough
Almost at Once.

m .

W. Nelwon, who lives at 152

Mrs E

Pickford Ave, Memphis, Tenn, In
very  enthusiastic in her praiss of
Lung-V#ta, This wonderful medicine is

» family remedy with her and is used
by all members of the family. Mrs,
Nelson says.

“Lung-Vita was first recommended to
me for my brother, who was suffering
with eatarrh. From his recommendation
the une of this wonderful medicine start-
ed over a year ngo, und it has done re-
markable de In my family. The first
thing it Old wax to prevent my baby
catehing whooping cough, and then just
three doses cured my brother's haby of
this disease, Lung-Vita Is a wonderful
medicine for babies in caae of croup, 1t
has miven mine almost immediate relief
In meveral casen '

Your druggist or dealer in all proba-
bility handles Lung-Vile, but, should
he not have |t write Nashville Medicine
t'o,, Nashwille, Tenn,, for [ree bookle).
V.

Save Trouble
Worry and

MONEY

'COME TO THE
EEE FIRST

ur own plexion
&0." It ﬁv‘l full detalla
- recipa

We are prepared Lo
fill the footwear needs
of the entire family in
an intelligent and satis-
factory way at the low-
est possible cost to you,

Our stocks are the
largest in tha South, No
matter what wvour re-
quirements in stvie, gize
or price, we can il
them.

Our low prices dre
mide possible by our gys-
tem of buying and selling
for cash

Write for Catalog,

EEE SHOE CO.

59 S. Main St

Make Your
Own Complexion

Treatment

If you would have a beautiful com-
plexlon, one which will make you ex-
coedingly attractive, just try this recipe.
o to Any grocery ators and get ten
cente' worth of ordinary oatmeal afd
from aygy drug store & bottle of der-
willo, hu- the oatmen] as directed in
avery package of derwillo, then 1o} and
behold the rvelous change. One ap-
plication” will’ astonish you. Be sure o
r:ud the antouncement sonn Lo appear
Ih this paper, entilled "How to make

treaiment at
for us

| alternative ths Prinkips conference waa

find new standards of association and | proposed
0P

remance astrologars declare
Fame is promised for a4 young ncirass
who will make a stréong appeal through

CURZON SAYS NO RUSS
INVASION IS POSSIBLE

Butter Candy.

a poetic or idealistic gilt of interpreta- = a -
tian - LONDON, Feb. 12—Lord f'ur*lo;- Two CUPA FUEAr, one cup com grTUD,
Parsons whose bithdate it Is have the | president of the council, sald In the

two tablespoons hot water, ons (able-
speon vinegar, two tablaspoons hutter,

Boil all except the butter, which
should be added when nearly dome, un-
til brittla in cold water. Pour ints bute

9% of lords \hat nons of the allies
is p‘r.t red t-: invade Russia to axtir-
pats the Bolsheviki

"It would bave meaRl & Dew
* he sald, sdding that

angury of a successful year. Thosa who
wre employved should be careful

Children borm on this day may be
rash and advantureus, but extremely
gifted and Industrious.

Ruro-

peRNn War, a8 &0

After-the-War Problems Affect
Telephone Service

While the nation was under the stress incident to wine
ning the war, we asked our subscribers and the public to be
patient with the telephone service and to limit its use as much
as practicable in order that we might handle the urgent busi
ness of the nation efficiently.

[

Now that the armistice has been signed and hostilities
have ceased, we are confronted with problems of the recon-
struction period, which are equally as serious and which will
require time and patience for solution.

The policy of frankness which we have practiced/f:)rompu
us to make it clear that the difficulties under which we are
now operating are such that it will be many months before we
can bring the service back to the standard of efficiency pre-
vailing prior to the European war.

L]

These difficulties are the same as those confronting other
business enterprises. We outline them briefly so that you
may understand why your service has not become normal
overnight.

More than 850 of our most skilled, trained, technical men
volunteered for service in the army and a farge majority of
them are still in Europe. Very few of them returned, and we
cannot expect the balance to return soon. Few men of this
type have been available and those we are training by no
means equal our demand. This shortage of experienced
technical men hampers our plans for extensions to plant and
in turn delays installations. ‘

Lacking the men we are also lacking the material needed
to enlarge and extend our plants. True the government’s de,
mands have practically ceased, but equipment must first be ens
gineered, then ordered and then manufactured before it can be
installed. This involves time and if prompt delivery could
be made many months would elapse before we could receive
equipment for imperative needs. This is a situation confront.
ing all telephone companies and one over which we have abs
solutely no control. '

The abnormal increase in the volume of telephone calls
due to war activities created a need for a greater number of
operators and we have been diligently building up an enlarged
operating force. Other industries were seeking girl and wo-
men workers and the inflated wages offered for emergency
work attracted some of our operators and made it increasingly
difficult to secure the required number of young women,

When this situation was very well in hand last fall the In-
fluenza epidemic played havoc with our forces and our losses
from illness and death gre still alarming. As a result of this
combination of circumstances, the percentage of new and in.
experienced operators is large and there is now a serious short-

age although our training schools are graduating large classes
every month.

Although our service has.suffered from these causes the
pubilc has been considerate and we have becn able to handle
a heavier traffic than seemed humanly possible and have in-
stalled promptly and operated efficiently the telephone plants
required by the government at army camps and other, similar
institutions.

The situation confronting our service is more serious than
it was when fighting was in progress. The public has relaxed
from its tension and is inclined to expect our service to at
once assume its pre-war efficiency. We deem it our duty to
make this frank statement and urge you to continue the con-
servation of the service which proved so helpful during the
time of our nation's greatest need.

We are operating the telephone system as agents for the
federal government under the supervision of the Postmaster
General, and our loyal organization is making a patriotic ef-
fort to perfect the service. Your continued co-operation and
encouragement will be appreciated,

.

CUMBERLAND TELEPHONE
AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY
M —

Incorpora:

-




